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News le t t e r

Dear  Parents ,

We wil l  be sending out  our  Firs t  Day of  School  and School
Calendar Information in our early-August mailing. Our returning
primary students and all  of our elementary students will  begin
school  on Tuesday,  September  6th .   Our  new pr imary s tudents
will  arr ive throughout the week beginning on September 7th.
New primary students  wil l  recieve their  scheduled star t ing-date
in the early-August mailing packet.

An Introduction to Ms.  Kelsey Hil ls

We would l ike to take this  opportunity to introduce Kelsey Hil ls
and welcome her to our community.  Kelsey will  be joining
Nature 's  Classroom Montessor i  as  the  Pr imary Program
Coordinator.   She wi l l  serve  as  a  mentor  and resource  for  the  3  -
6 year  s taff ,  assis t  with enrol lment  and parent  educat ion,  and lay
the foundat ion for  Infant-Toddler  programs at  Nature 's
Classroom.

Kelsey comes to  us  wi th  10 years  of  exper ience as  a  Montessor i
educator.   She  has  worked a t  schools  in  the  Chicago area  and
Winona,  MN.  Kelsey is  a  second generat ion Montessor ian and
at tended her  mother ' s  Montessor i  preschool!

As the  parent  of  a  5  year  old ,  Kelsey unders tands the  unique
needs of  the  young chi ld  and their  parents .   She wants  parents  to
know that  she is  always avai lable to them.  They are always
welcome to  come to  her  with  any quest ions or  concerns .



A Word  F rom Ms .  E r in

I  f i nd  i t  a s t on i sh ing  t ha t  we  a r e  app roach ing  t he  end  o f  t he  s choo l  yea r.   I t
i s  a  p l ea su re  fo r  me  t o  t h ink  o f  t he  g rowth  t ha t  ha s  occu r r ed  w i th in  ou r
c l a s s  t h roughou t  t ha t  t ime .   I n  c e l eb ra t i on  o f  t he  new  sea son ,  we  a r e
thank fu l l y  we l coming  t he  r e tu rn  o f  sp r i ng .  The  ch i l d r en  have  been
d i l i gen t l y  wa t ch ing  t he  p rog re s s ion  o f  t he  s eeds  we  have  nu r tu r ed  and
ca red  fo r  i n  hopes  o f  even tua l l y  obse rv ing  t he  sp rou t i ng  o f  a  new  p l an t .   I t
i s  a  p r ac t i c e  i n  pa t i ence  t o  s ay  t he  l e a s t .

A l l  o f  t h i s  i s  a  b i t  o f  a  me t apho r  fo r  wha t  I  expe r i ence  da i l y  wh i l e  a t
Na tu re ' s  C l a s s room.   Ju s t  a s  t he  s eed  r equ i r e s  sun ,  so i l ,  wa t e r ,  t ime ,  and
ca re  i n  hopes  o f  even tua l l y  g rowing  i n to  a  hea l t hy  p l an t ,  t he  ch i l d r en
en t e r i ng  i n to  my  room each  day  l i kewi se  come  wi th  spec i f i c  c a r e
in s t ruc t i ons .   Each  o f  t hem i s  t he i r  own  seed  w i th  t he i r  i ndependen t  needs .
I  c an  t e l l  when  t hey  have  r ece ived  " too  much  sun"  o r  "no t  enough  wa te r. "
The  mos t  magn i f i c en t  pa r t  abou t  t h i s  ana logy  i s  t ha t  i t  i s  a  mys t e ry  a s  t o
wha t  m igh t  b lo s som f rom th i s  t i ny  s eed .

D i f f e r i ng  f rom a  s eed  packe t  you  may  p i ck  up  f rom the  s t o r e ,  t he r e  i s  no
end ing  de sc r i p t i on  o r  p i c tu r e  fo r  how the se  ch i l d r en  migh t  deve lop .   They
ge t  t o  choose  wha t  k ind  o f  f l ower  o r  p l an t  t hey  w i l l  become .   Each  day  I
wa t ch  t he  ch i l d r en  g row  and  change  and  f i nd  i t  s o  exc i t i ng  t o  an t i c i pa t e
the  pe r son  t hey  a r e  emerg ing  i n to .   I  am  lucky  enough  t o  be  a  w i tne s s  t o
th i s  g rowth .

Ju s t  a s  a  c ac tu s  wou ld  no t  be  expec t ed  t o  su rv ive  i n  t he  mar sh ,  no r  a
ca t t a i l  p ro spe r  i n  t he  de se r t ,  t h e se  ch i l d r en  need  an  env i ronmen t  t ha t  i s
f i t t i ng  t o  e ach  o f  t hem a s  i nd iv idua l s .   A l though  we  a r e  a  commun i ty  t ha t
works  t o  bene f i t  t he  who le ,  ou r  commun i ty  i s  compr i s ed  o f  i nd iv idua l  l i t t l e
pe r sons  j u s t  beg inn ing  t he i r  j ou rney  t o  s e l f  - -  a  j ou rney  t ha t  w i l l  l a s t  a
l i fe t ime.

As  I  wa t ch  t he se  ch i l d r en  be  cha l l enged ,  deve lop ,  and  change ,  I  am
humbled  by  a l l  t ha t  t hey  accompl i sh  and  p r ac t i c e  each  day.   A l though  I  am
cons ide r ed  t he  D i r ec t r e s s  and  Gu ide  w i th in  ou r  env i ronmen t ,  I  c an ' t  s ay
enough  abou t  how much  my  l i t t l e  f r i ends  have  d i r ec t ed  and  gu ided  me  t o
wha t  i s  r i gh t  o r  wha t  i s  nece s sa ry.   When  we  s low  ou r se lve s  and  t ake  t he
oppo r tun i t y  t o  t r u ly  l i s t en  t o  and  wa t ch  t he se  i nc r ed ib l e  l i t t l e  peop l e ,



t hey  can  t e ach  u s  so  much  abou t  l i v ing  - -  t h ings  t ha t  a s  adu l t s  we  o f t en  can
fo rge t .   Say ing  t ha t ,  I  w i l l  m i s s  my  men to r s  t h roughou t  t he  summer.   I  l ook
fo rward  t o  becoming   r e acqua in t ed  w i th  my  f r i ends  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he
new schoo l  yea r.  I  am  eage r ly  an t i c i pa t i ng  t he  changes  and  r enewed  s ense
o f  d i s cove ry  t ha t  t hey  w i l l  have  found  du r ing  t he i r  t ime  away  f rom schoo l .

 As  pa r en t s ,  t hank  you  fo r  i nves t i ng  so  much  i n to  t he se  ch i l d r en .   They  a r e
fo r t una t e  t o  have  such  ca r i ng  eyes  l ook ing  ou r  f o r  t he i r  sou l s .

- - -  Ms .  E r in

Af t e rnoon  K inde rga r t en  En r i chmen t  f o r  2005  -  2006

The  s t ruc tu r e  o f  ou r  2005  -  2006  a f t e rnoon  K inde rga r t en  En r i chmen t
p rog ram wi l l  be  i den t i c a l  t o  ou r  cu r r en t  sy s t em.   We  wi l l  d iv ide  t he  fu l l - day
s tuden t s  f r om the  k inde rga r t ene r s  t o  a l l ow  the  o lde r  ch i l d r en  t o  f u l l y
exp lo re  ou r  en r i chmen t  ma te r i a l s .

Our  p r imary  t e ache r s  and  ou r  P r imary  P rog ram Coord ina to r  a r e  commi t ed
to  con t i nua l l y  enhanc ing  t h i s  en r i chmen t  p rog ram.   Th i s  po r t i on  o f  t he  day
a l l ows  fo r  advanced  work  i n  a l l  a cademic  a r ea s .   I t  a l so  s e rve s  a s  an
impor t an t  t r an s i t i on  t o  t he  e l emen ta ry  c l a s s room.



Elementa ry  News

I t ' s  m id -May,  t ime  ha s  f l own ,  t he  ch i l d r en  have  g rown ,  and  t he  end  i s  nea r.
I t ' s  been  a  wonde r fu l ,  exc i t i ng  yea r  f u l l  o f  new  expe r i ences  f rom the
c l a s s room to  Eco l ab .   Ove r  t he  cou r se  o f  t he  yea r,  we  have  become  a  ve ry
c lo se  commun i ty  and  t he  end  o f  t he  yea r  i s  coming  t oo  f a s t .   Du r ing  t he
l a s t  f ew  weeks  o f  s choo l  we  w i l l  be  focus ing  on  a  r ev i ew  o f  t he  ma jo r
concep t s  o f  t he  yea r ' s  cu r r i cu lum and  a  yea r - end  f i e l d  t r i p  t ha t  w i l l  be  pa id
fo r  w i th  ou r  e a rn ing  f rom Cof f ee  ' n  Sc ram.

Recen t l y,  e ach  ch i l d  ha s  had  t he  oppo r tun i t y,  o r  w i l l  have  t he  oppo r tun i t y,
t o  p l an  an  Eco l ab  whe re  t hey  de s ign  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  and  dec ide  whe re  we  go .
As  you  cou ld  gues s ,  we  had  ano the r  expe r i ence  w i th  ou r  f i sh  s t udy
( f i sh ing )  on  R ice  Lake ,  we ' ve  been  pu l l i ng  weeds  (Honeysuck l e  and
Buck tho rn )  i n  t he  Enchan t ed  Fo re s t ,  b een  b i rd ing  w i th  some  qu i e t
r e f l e c t i ve  t ime ,  ven tu r ed  back  t o  Beu l ah  Bog  fo r  a  s cavenge r  hun t ,
s imu la t ed  a  wo l f -pack  i n   t he  p r a i r i e ,  and  spen t  s eve ra l  s e s s ions  w i th  ou r
g reen  t humbs  i n  t he  ga rden .

As  t h i s  yea r  w inds  down ,  we  keep  ou r  eyes  on  t he  ho r i zon  a s  we  l ook
fo rward  t o  t he  K inde rga r t ene r s  and  new  s tuden t s  t ha t  w i l l  be  j o in ing  ou r
commun i ty.   I t  w i l l  be  a  new  and  exc i t i ng  t ime  a s  we  g row and  change .

On  the  l a s t  day  o f  s choo l ,  F r i day,  June  3 rd ,  t he  6  -  12  s t uden t s  w i l l  be
he lp ing  t he  3  -  6  w i th  t he  Peace  Pa rade  and  t hen  t hey  w i l l  d i sp l ay  t he i r
yea r- end  p ro j ec t s  f o r  eve ryone  t o  en joy.   They ' ve  pu t  a  l o t  o f  e ffo r t  i n to
the se  p ro j ec t s ,  so  come  wi th  smi l e s  and  many  ques t i ons .   A l l  f ami l i e s  a r e
we lcome!

- -  Mr.  Dav id

An  Add i t i ona l  No te :

I f  you ' ve  had  a  f avo r i t e  Co ff ee  ' n  Sc r am t r ea t  t h roughou t  t he  yea r,  men t ion
i t  and  we  migh t  bake  i t  aga in !



A Word  f rom Ms .  Anne

Dea r  Pa ren t s ,

I  have  had  a  f an t a s t i c  yea r  t h i s  yea r  and  f ee l  so  b l e s sed  t o  have  me t  a l l
o f  you  and  you r  ch i l d r en .   I  c ame  to  t he  Mon te s so r i  p rog ram wi th  no
expe r i ence  w i th  t h r ee  t o  s i x  yea r  o ld s .   Your  ch i l d r en  have  t augh t  me  so
much  eve ryday.   They  have  t augh t  me  t o  s t op  and  examine  each  i n sec t ,
tw ig ,  and  t r e e  because  t he r e  may  be  an  exc i t i ng  s ec r e t  d i s cove ry  mi s sed
wi th  a  f i r s t  g l ance .   They  have  t augh t  me  t ha t  t he r e  i s  a  s t o ry  beh ind  eve ry
expe r i ence ,  and  eve ry th ing  i n  l i f e  i s  an  exc i t i ng  new  adven tu r e .

My  adven tu r e  t h i s  yea r  i s  coming  t o  an  end  and  I  am  go ing  t o  mi s s  a l l
o f  you  so  much ,  bu t  I  am  go ing  t o  pu r sue  new  adven tu r e s  w i th  o lde r
ch i l d r en .   I  have  dec ided  t o  l ook  i n to  t e ach ing  midd l e  s choo l  o r  h igh
schoo l  age  s t uden t s .   A l though  I  have  l e a rned  so  much  and  l oved  a l l  I  have
done  t h i s  yea r,  my  t rue  pa s s ion  i s  t e ach ing  o lde r  s t uden t s .   When  you r
ch i l d r en  ge t  o lde r  and  ou r  p rog ram g rows ,  I  may  we l l  come  back  t o  a
Na tu re ’s  C l a s s room Mon te s so r i  Midd l e  Schoo l  p rog ram.   Fo r  now,
howeve r,  I  am  app ly ing  a t  l oca l  m idd l e  and  h igh  s choo l s .   Sco t t  and  I  w i l l
s t i l l  b e  l i v ing  a t  Na tu r e ’s  C l a s s room,  so  I  w i l l  s ee  you  a l l  f r om t ime  t o  t ime .
Thanks  fo r  you r  da i l y  smi l e s ,  anecdo t e s ,  and  f r i endsh ip s ,  bu t  mos t
e spec i a l l y  fo r  you r  ch i l d r en  who  make  me  l augh  and  smi l e  e ach  day.

S ince r e ly,

Anne  Fowle r



A Message  f rom Ms .  S t acey

I  am  f i nd ing  i t  h a rd  t o  be l i eve  t ha t  t h i s  i s  t he  l a s t  news l e t t e r  a r t i c l e  o f  t he
yea r.   I  am  no t  su r e  exac t l y  whe re  t he  t ime  ha s  gone .   I  am  g l ad  t o  s ee  t ha t
t he  wea the r  i s  s t a r t i ng  t o  wa rm up .   The  g rowing  wor ld  a round  u s  i s
i n tox i ca t i ng  and  t he  ch i l d r en  have  been  hav ing  a  wonde r fu l  t ime  romp ing
a round  t he  p rope r ty  . . .  and  I  do  l i t e r a l l y  mean  romp ing !

Exube ran t  smi l e s  have  no t  on ly  i n f i l t r a t ed  ou r  busy  ou tdoo r s ,  bu t  i ndoo r s
a s  we l l .   A mys t i c a l  hush  ha s  f a l l en  upon  ou r  r oom.   Ch i ld r en  a r e  f i nd ing
peace  i n  t he i r  work  and  an  i nne r  j oy  i n  t he i r  da i l y  d i s cove r i e s .   Th i s  t ime  o f
yea r  i s  a lways  a  wonde r fu l  t ime  t o  obse rve  t he  ch i l d r en  du r ing  t he i r  work
cyc l e  because  t he  wor ld  qu i t e  l i t e r a l l y  d i s appea r s  a round  t hem,  a s  by  now,
the i r  s i t t i ng  concen t r a t i on  i s  so  s t r ong .

In  t he  weeks  t o  come ,  we  w i l l  be  t ak ing  ou r  exp lo r a t i on  t o  t he  sk i e s .
Work ing  w i th  t he  p l ane t s  i s  a lways  a  ve ry  spec i a l  t ime  and  opens  up  wor ld s
o f  conve r sa t i on .   A l l  o f  ou r  puzz l e  maps  a r e  a l so  ou t  and  we  a r e  focus ing
on  Aus t r a l i a . . .  o r,  a s  t he  k id s  k ind -hea r t ed ly  w i l l  r emind  each  o the r,  "whe re
Mr.  Geo ff r ey  i s  f r om."   As  ou r  ou tdoo r  ga rdens  g row,  we  w i l l  beg in  some
of  ou r  own  p l an t i ng  expe r imen t s  i ndoo r s  a s  we l l  a s  some  f l ower  a r r ang ing .

Our  o lde r  ch i l d r en  have  been  hav ing  a  ve ry  exc i t i ng  expe r i ence  w i th  t he i r
rock -c l imb ing .   They  have  had  t o  push  t hemse lve s  beyond  t he i r  comfo r t -
zones  and ,  by  do ing  so ,  t hey  have  ga ined  a  wor ld  o f  con f idence .   I  wou ld
l i ke  t o  i nv i t e  a l l  t he  "K inde r "  pa r en t s  t o  come  and  wa t ch  t he i r  ch i l d r en
c l imb  fo r  t he  l a s t  t ime  t h i s  yea r  on  Wednesday,  June  1 s t  a t  2  pm.   They  w i l l
c l imb  the  l a rge  i ndoo r  rock  wa l l .   We  wi l l  be  mee t i ng  i n  t he  gym.   The
ch i l d r en  a r e  ve ry  exc i t ed  t o  show o f f  t he i r  new- found  rock -c l imb ing  sk i l l s !
Fee l  f r e e  t o  b r i ng  s i b l i ngs  and  o the r  r e l a t i ve s  i f  you  l i ke .

I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  end  on  a  pe r sona l  no t e .   Thank  you ,  pa r en t s ,  f o r  a l l  o f  you r
he lp  i n  mak ing  you r  ch i l d ' s  yea r  en joyab l e .   Wi th  a  t e a r  i n  my  eye  and  a
b i t t e r swee t  smi l e  on  my  f ace ,  I  no t  on ly  s ay  good -bye  t o  a  wonde r fu l  yea r
fu l l  o f  l aughs ,  bu t  good -bye  ( fo r  now)  t o  my  t ime  he re  a t  Na tu r e ' s
C la s s room.   I  have  dec ided  t o  t ake  a  j ob  a t  a  ve ry  sma l l ,  one -c l a s s room
Monte s so r i  s choo l  i n  Cha r l evo ix ,  Mich igan .   The  s choo l  i s  l ook ing  t o
expand  and  w i l l  p rov ide  me  w i th  some  new and  cha l l eng ing  oppo r tun i t i e s .
I  f e e l  t ha t  because  I  am  young ,  I  wan t  t o  t ake  advan t age  o f  such
oppor tun i t e s  i n  o rde r  t o  g row  and  become  a  be t t e r  d i r ec t r e s s .



I  have  app rec i a t ed  work ing  w i th  you r  ch i l d r en  more  t han  you  w i l l  eve r
know.   Wha t  an  ou t s t and ing  g roup  o f  pe r sona l i t i e s !   You ,  a s  pa r en t s  and
vo lun t ee r s ,  have  he lped  bu i l d  such  a  s t r ong  commun i ty  o f  suppo r t  f o r  one
ano the r  and  t he  s choo l .   I  w i l l  ho ld  a l l  o f  t he  spec i a l  memor i e s  o f  you r
ch i l d r en ' s  d i s cove r i e s  c l o se  t o  my  hea r t  a lways .   Wa tch ing  t hem b lo s som
ove r  t he  l a s t  two  yea r s  ha s  been  abso lu t e ly  mag ica l .

The  ch i l d r en  do  no t  ye t  know tha t  I  w i l l  no t  be  r e tu rn ing  t o  Na tu re ' s
C la s s room.   I ,  a s  we l l  a s  E r in ,  wou ld  l i ke  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  have  a
d i s cus s ion  w i th  t hem a t  l i ne  t ime  on  Monday,  May  16 th .   They  may  come
home  wi th  ques t i ons ,  o r  you  may  wan t  t o  t a l k  abou t  t h i s  w i th  t hem a t  home .
We  wan t  t hem to  unde r s t and  t ha t  j u s t  because  I  won ' t  phys i ca l l y  be  he r e
does  no t  mean  t ha t  t hey  a r e  no t  i n  my  though t s  and  i n  my  hea r t  a lways .   I
w i l l  make  su r e  t o  keep  i n  t ouch .   Thank  you  a  mi l l i on  t imes  ove r  and  p l ea se
have  a  spec t acu l a r  summer !

 - - -  Wi th  Love ,

Ms .  S t acey



End  o f  Yea r  Ce l eb ra t i on

We  a r e  p l ann ing  some  ve ry  spec i a l  even t s  f o r  2004  -  2005  s choo l  t e rm
"End  o f  Yea r  Ce l eb ra t i on ! "   We  inv i t e  f r i ends  and  f ami ly  t o  j o in  u s  i n  a
fun - f i l l ed  morn ing  t ha t  a cknowledges  ou r  s t uden t s '  e f fo r t s  and
accompl i shmen t s  ove r  t he  l a s t  yea r.

Af t e r  morn ing  d rop -o f f ,  we  a r e  a sk ing  a l l  v i s i t o r s  t o  f i nd  a  good  spo t  t o
wa tch  ou r  Ch i ld r en ' s  House  Peace  Pa rade .   Our  s t uden t s  w i l l  be  fo l l owing
a  marked  pa rade  rou t e  f rom the  B i sno  C la s s room (Ms .  E r in ' s )  t o  t he
Sycamores  Bu i ld ing  (Ms .  S t acey ' s ) .   Fee l  f r e e  t o  b r i ng  l awn  cha i r s  o r
b l anke t s  t o  s i t  on !   Af t e r  t he  pa r ade ,  t he  p r ima ry  s t uden t s  w i l l  l e ad  v i s i t o r s
t o  t he  f a rm  to  mee t  t he i r  an ima l  f r i ends  and  t ake  a  s t r o l l  t h rough  t he
g a r d e n .

Whi l e  t he  younge r  s t uden t s  head  t o  t he  f a rm ,  t he  e l emen ta ry  s t uden t s  w i l l
p r e sen t  t he i r  p ro j ec t  exh ib i t s .   The  s t uden t s  e ach  s e l ec t ed  t he i r  own
re sea r ch  p ro j ec t  and  t hen  c r ea t ed  t he i r  p r e sen t a t i ons  a s  a  cumula t i ng  work
encompass ing  a l l  c l a s s room academic  a r ea s .   The  s t uden t s  w i l l  be
d i sp l ay ing  and  p r e sen t i ng  t he i r  work  i n  t he  Shakespea re  Bu i ld ing .

The  morn ing  w i l l  conc lude  w i th  a  co ld - l unch  po t l uck  p i cn i c .   We  s t r i ve  t o
p romote  env i ronmen ta l - awarenes s  i n  ou r  s t uden t s  and  a sk  t ha t  v i s i t o r s
p l ea se  r e f r a in  f rom b r ing ing  d i sposab l e ,  s i ng l e -u se  p l a t e s  o r  u t ens i l s .   We
wi l l  have  a  wash ing -up  s t a t i on  s e t -up  fo r  c l e an ing  no rma l  d i shware ,
s i l ve rware ,  and  cups .   The  day  w i l l  end  a t  app rox ima te ly  11 :30  a .m .
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