



































Greetings from the Round Room
Welcome to a brand new year at Nature’s Classroom! And for some among you, to

Nature’s Classroom, itself. If you
thought that NCM was a school
out of books you read growing
up — with its rolling slopes and
tall trees and the farm...wait it
has become even more so! We
have added 2 llamas, and 4
ducks to our farm community...
the children have now petitioned
Mr. Geoffrey for that most
adorable of all animals — a pig!



The beginning of a school year is a great time to
observe Montessori’s principles in action. The multi-age
grouping of a classroom which Maria Montessori
insisted on is one of the reasons why your child’s first
days in school are easier than you thought they would
be. As you dropped your child off that first day, did you
notice the tenderness with which an older child held
her hand and walked her in?

Here is an overheard conversation from about 3 weeks
ago: a new, 3 year old, on her fourth day at school
- just a little weepy and not quite sure if this was
what she had signed up for— was walking in with
very reluctant and tiny steps. An older girl slowed
her own steps and said, “"Had a rough night?” No
answer. “Had a rough morning?” No answer. She
persisted. “Are you missing your mom?” Still no
response. A few silent seconds later, the older girl
said, “If you want I can carry your bag for you.” At
once the little girl gave her bag over. The older girl,
encouraged by her response said, “Today is Friday
and it's our mystery hike day. Let’s go find out
where we are going today.” The new student,
intrigued by this began asking questions and off they walked with quicker, more
willing steps towards school!

The eagerness and willingness of returning students to
| be mentors and guides and teachers to new students
is a beautiful thing to behold, and takes your breath
away every time. We have been working on classroom
rules — which are really just 2 : respect each other and
==S respect our materials. These are demonstrated by how
I we interact with each other and how we use the

& materials. Lessons on how we carry work to a rug or
table, work with them -
gently and carefully,
how we return materials
when we have finished
working with them, how §
we observe another .
person at work, how we |
walk around a person’s
rug, etc. These may
seem obvious to many
of us but are critical to
the peaceful working of a classroom and the building
of a community.




The Children’s House
classroom is really a
space that belongs to
B the children. The teacher
is part of the prepared
environment, and whose
role is that of an
observer and guide. The
children develop a sense
of belonging because they are encouraged from the very g
first day to see this as their room, their materials, their
pets that they have to care for. This is really unique to :
Montessori rooms. And you will see this more and more

as their classroom. They become intensely connected
with everything in the room, and in the goings on of the
room. This sense of belonging extends even when they
leave school. On multiple occasions, you will hear of
alumni returning to visit. They continue to exhibit a
great sense of affection for the place they will still refer to as their room!

A couple of weeks ago, we had a visitor :
Zevin Para-Cremer ( now a 2nd grader) had
spent 4 years in the Round Room and returned
on a day he had off from his new school. He
slipped right back into the flow of the room
and shared his biggest passion - building

, mazes with the new members of the



the Round Room

September




September and October are particularly beautiful
months on our campus. We begin our days outside,
and the children have the opportunity to connect or
reconnect with our outdoor environment. Every minute
is @ moment of discovery — whether it is a grasshopper,
~ a piece of tree bark, an acorn, a spider’s web, the sand
hill cranes landing majestically, an unusual rock...
everything is at once magical and mysterious. On
Fridays, weather and health most permitting, we will
take a hike to a “different” place. In September, we
only went on 1hike as we were still phasing in new
students. We went over to the Kettle by the farm and
talked about how it was formed, observed
what it looks like in the Fall, walked down the
™ slope, into the Kettle, and then climbed up
@ again. This is a significant thing for children —

to physically FEEL and EXPERIENCE the
landscape. One little boy said to me at the
end of the hike, "I like this mountain.”

As we approach Fall, and the
weather turns cooler, please ensure
that your child comes to school
ressed for the outdoors — warmly

J nd appropriately. Appropriate

: ootwear is particularly important.

We look forward to a year filled
8 with great and fun learning
adventures! Thank you for sharing
your children with us.

‘Ms Deepa and Ms Kaytee



Salutations From Ms. Dana and Ms. Wilma’s
Children’s House Classroom

#"...When children come into contact with nature, they reveal
M their strength.... A child, who more than anyone else is a
spontaneous observer of nature, certainly needs to have at
| his disposal material upon which he can work."-Maria

| Montessori, The Discovery of the Child

It is the beginning of another amazing academic year! Ms.
4 Wilma and I are so thrilled to be a part of this incredible
group of children. The children have made a positive and
smooth transition into the Montessori environment.
" Currently we are getting reacquainted with classroom

| procedures and expectations. We are developing inner
= discipline of the child by engaging them with the
classroom environment.

I am asked all the time, “"What is a Montessori? Goals/
objectives? How does a classroom work?” Well I can sum
: \'{. ] it up for you here. The most important years for learning
N HT ,] are from birth to age six. Children are respected as
: : different from adults and as individuals who are different
from each other. Children create themselves through
purposeful activities. Each classroom is a carefully
= prepared area equipped with a variety of attractive
4 | learning materials that will stimulate curiosity and build

& . confidence through exploration. The Montessori
classroom operates on the principle of freedom within
limits. It is based on the one Montessori belief of
"Respect for each other and for the environment". In the
Montessori classroom the environment invites the child
to prepare for life long learning experiences. Children are
given freedom to select individual activities which
correspond to their own pursuits of interest.
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» .+ As far as “How does a Montessori classroom work?”- I
w7 7 would encourage all to come and observe. The definition
b~ Of Observation- is either an activity of a living being,
such as a human, consisting of receiving knowledge of

_ the outside world through the senses, or the recording of
~ - data using scientific instruments. A Montessori classroom
- is a very scientific environment filled with excitement,

" love, laughter, curiosity, growth and more. It is an



organic experience that can only be witnessed by being present
in the moment. So, please take the time to set up an
appointment to observe one of our wonderful classrooms.

Observations
Parents are encouraged to schedule a visit to the school for a 1- §
hour observation two times annually (unless a special
circumstance dictates more and would be approved by the
Executive Director prior). Observations begin the second week
of October (or six weeks into the school year) and extend until
the second week of May. Call the office and schedule your
observation. Observations are available Tuesday through
Thursday by appointment only.

Clothing

Please dress your children comfortably in clothes they can play
and paint in. Although we provide and encourage the use of
aprons, our art area is an active, enjoyable area of the
classroom. Also, your children should be able to get their own
clothes on and off. Belts and overalls are difficult for children to
do independently. All children must have one or two changes of
clothing. Underpants and socks are very important to include.
Replace soiled clothing immediately. Please remember to
update your children’s extra clothing with proper seasonal
attire. This would be a wonderful time to replenish the extra
clothing with seasonal attire. Lastly, please label everything-
socks, underpants, shoes, boots, hats, mittens, scarves.
Classroom Wish List
Sponges
Rice Cooker
Gently used dinner plates
Crock pot
Bulbs— Tulips




