
Events to mark on your calendaré 
November  
Tuesday, November 2... Lower El to library today 
Wednesday, November 3... All Elementary Field trip to First Stage Theater 
Friday, November 5... Field Trip to Retzer Planetarium for 3rd year CH students 
Friday, November 5... PABC Family Bonfire @ 6PM 
Saturday, November 6... PABC meeting at Antigua Real 9 AM 
Monday, November 8... Directorôs night from 5-7 pm; by appt. only  
November 8 -10... Conferences by scheduled appointment 
November 11 & 12... No School for Students -conference comp days/asst. work days  
Saturday, November 13... PABC Adult Night Out 
Friday, November 19... Upper El to library today 
Tuesday, November 23... Lower El to library today 
Tuesday, November 23... ART GALLERY & FAMILY FEAST  
November 24 -26... No School - Thanksgiving Break 

 

Planning Aheadé 
December  
Saturday, December 4... Kids play afternoon from 1-5PM while parents shop/do errands 
Friday, December 10... All Elementary Field trip to Young Auditorium in Whitewater  
Monday, December 13... Directorôs night from 5-7 pm; by appt. only  
Tuesday, December 21... NCM Winter Program in the evening 
Wednesday, December 22... Last full day of school before winter break begins  

 
Winter Break from Thursday, December 23 through Monday, January 3  

 
School resumes for students on Tuesday, January 4, 2011  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On November 5 starting at 6 p.m. we 
will have our annual NCM Family Bon-
Fire. Donations of marshmallows, 
Hershey bars and graham crackers are 
gratefully accepted! Songs will also be 
sung around the campfire. Contact 
Alison Senkevitch alisons@wi.rr.com  
if you are interested in helping.  
 
 

Our next PABC meeting will be on 
Saturday, November 6 at 9am. Again 
we will meet at Antigua Real 
restaurant in Mukwonago.  We hope 
you can attend and let us know  by 
the Thursday before...November 4 . 
They are very accommodating so we 
let them know how many people we 
expect. 
 
At this meeting we will discuss our Harvest Festival and get any ideas for the 
following year along with viewing our treasurer report and deciding where to 
spend any profits we have.  
 

We will also be able to focus on some 
upcoming events. Come and share your We need your òactiveó  

support in whatever  

way you can.   

Please donõt take away the 

òAó from our PABC,  

because without volunteers 

actively  participating,  

our school becomes  

just "school",  

not a whole community.    

CLASSROOM REPRESENTATIVES:  

Ms. Danaõs Room ð Andrea Jarecki  

Ms. Deepaõs Room ð Tracy Dudkiewicz  

Mrs. Aõs Room ð Dee Hoglund & Cindi Purnell  

Mrs. Mõs Room ð JJ Edstrom  

 

EVENT CHAIRS:  

New Family Welcome ð Claudia Felske 

Harvest Fall Festival ð Iman Khan & Val Oenes 

Original Works - Kelly Rasmussen 

All School Bonfire ð Alison Senkevitch  

Kidõs Play Afternoon ð Val Oenes 

Adult Night Activities - Mike Felske & Ali Khan  

Teacher Appreciation ð Toni Krajnek  

Family Night Off -Site Activity ð Tina Bader  

Green Gala - Suzanne Ruland 

Family Dance - Rachel Smith  

Box tops for Education - Michelle Roeser  

Face Book Updating - Jenifer Braun  

Constant Contact Maintenance - Naunna Delgado 

NCM Yearbook - Jen Cotturone  



Developing a Second Language in a Montessori Environment  
 
Maria Montessoriôs term ñsowing the seeds of 
interestò could well be used to describe the overall 
goal for a childrenôs second language program. This 
means creating enjoyment, awareness, and an 
eagerness to learn more. It also means that 
different children will achieve different levels of 
communicative competence, given individual needs, 
personality, and learning process. We do not expect 
all children to become bilingual, or even fluent 
speakers. Realistically we may expect early 

exposure to other languages to create a facility for understanding and speaking them, 
and greater ease in later study. It also creates an early consciousness of different 
cultures; the richness of our many ways of being human. In a Montessori setting, a 
second language may be viewed as one more learning experience within the prepared 
environment offered; imposed in ways that will attract childrenôs natural interest and 
engage their response. 
 
My name is Ms. Wilma. In Children House as part of our Special classes, I will be 
working with your child teaching them Spanish and sharing my language and culture.  
 
In Childrenôs House we are having fun learning songs, finger plays and rhymes in 
Spanish. The children are encouraged to participate by listening and repeating the 
Spanish words. Movement activities help them associate their experiences in class to 
new vocabulary, pronunciation, and expressions. 
 
We begin each class with the same conversation: 
Buenos dias, ninos.   Good morning, children 
Buenos dias.    Good morning 
Como estan hoy?   How are you today? 
Muy bien, gracias.   Fine thank you. 
 
This month we are working on colors and numbers 
vocabulary. Weôll be counting 1-20  in Spanish. The commands involve performing an 
action: 
Brinquen tres veces.   Jump three times. 
Aplaudan dos veces.    Jump two times. 
Trae el (name of color).   Bring (name of color)  
Los ninos color azul parence. Boys wearing  blue stand up. 
 
Spanish Song: 
Veo,Veo,Veo, 
Que colores veo? 
Veo Azul (repeat). 



In elementary we have been busy 
learning new words in Spanish. We 
have been reviewing the days of the 
week. The children have also created 
their own calendar in Spanish. In the 
beginning of each class the children 
have the opportunity to say the days 
of the week, and discuss the weather 
in Spanish. They all get a chance to 
perform this. We have also been 
learning about the history and culture 
of Central America and Mexico. The 
children are learning about the 
Aztecs, Mayan and Olmecôs. They 

discuss in class the similarities and differences of these native groups. Most native 
groups worshipped at least one sun god, such as the Aztecs god, Huitzilopochtli who 
represents a sun god; a recognizable icon in Hispanic history. Each child made a sun 
god and painted them.  
 

In the month of October he had been focus learning about a Day 

of the dead holiday. This Holiday the Day of the Dead is a 

centuries-old holiday, mixing ancient Aztec . It is celebrated 

throughout Mexico and Central America. In Mexico, the holiday 

lasts from October 31st to November 2nd. During this time, 

people who have died are honored; their spirits are believed to 

visit the earth. Altars are built in homes, and the markets are filled with special holiday 

foods. Plays and parades are held in many places. Often people celebrate in the 

cemeteries. When the holiday is over and the spirits have returned to the spirit world, 

the celebrants are happy and at peace, 

knowing they have made the souls of the 

dead feel loved and remembered. In our 

Spanish class we celebrated this holiday. 

The children made their own sugar skulls 

and Calaveras, we also made Pan de 

Muertos the Bread of the Dead. It is made 

to please the appetites of the living; 

however, the loaves are often placed on 

the altars for the dead.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our busy month of October leads to reflection on 

the concept of Cosmic Education, the key teaching 

philosophy in the Montessori Elementary 

classroom.  When one considers the word cosmic 

from its Greek roots, we find it means order and 

harmony, as opposed to chaos.  We 

presuppose that the universe is still undergoing a 

collaborative process, still becoming.  Each person and 

element, merely through their existence, forms a task  

ñThe Child who has 
felt a strong love for 
his surroundings and 

for all living 
creatures, who has 
discovered joy and 

enthusiasm in work, 
gives us reason to 

hope...hope for 
peace in the future.ò 

 Dr. Maria Montessori  


