


















































We were lucky enough to have parents
in our classroom introduce us to several guest
speakers this month. They all brought a
wealth of information.

Bruce Allison, a professional arborist,
professor, and author, spent a morning with

us telling stories about the life of famous
‘9 trees in Wisconsin. During our hike we
stopped to talk about blight on trees, and
o we found out the holey oak is about 180
0 years old. Mr. Allison gave everyone a copy of

%Q his book, If Trees Could Talk.




Jim Sargent, an entomologist and PhD, gave a
presentation to both the Upper and Lower
Elementary classes about insects and other bugs.
They saw specimens and held a cockroach and a
tarantula.

Deb Aschenbrenner, a dental hygienist from
the pediatric dentistry office of Drs. Rollefson,
Trochlell & Associates talked to us about tooth
decay and how to care for our teeth. She sent
everyone home with knowledge and a toothbrush.




The students spent
some time with Gordon, the gecko,
who lives in Shakespeare.

We met and fed Asparagus, the
llama, who is a new friend and
protector at the farm. When we got
back from vacation, we met the baby
ducks. They are the newest farm
friends.

Chinchillas were also visitors for a
short time during April.

Scruffy is our most delightful
surprise. For a trial period, Mrs. A is
brining a new dog friend to school. A
cocker spaniel and poodle mix, Scruffy
is a calm and friendly dog. The
children love having him here.




Cosmic education, Montessori’s name for the approach to educatlng the
child between the ages of 6 and 12 years, employs
the child’s tremendous capacity for imagination
through a series of Great Lessons. We tell marvelous
stories and present impressionistic drawings meant to
arose interest, ignite passion, introduce and
intertwine topics, and draw the child into the work.
One such story and chart speak of a Great River. In
this metaphorical story the Great River is indeed the
circulatory system and the seat of government, represented by a castle, is
the nervous system. There are many ministries in
this strange land: the ministry of air (respiratory

system), defense (lymphatic system), ﬁ
nutrition (digestive system), 1

_—
{ sanitation (excretory system). There g

B is also a department of the 5 senses.
' In this way the wonder of the human

body is introduced.

As with most of Montessori’s ideas,
there is always an indirect aim in
the materials, a further purpose to their
employment by the child which goes beyond the
educational value. While the Great River
beautifully illustrates body systems, it is also an




' f;- 'ff allegory for the future of humankind. The children get an
impression of freedom and independence through their
appreciation of each organ, of
specialization through the work
of the cells, of unification
- through the circulation of the
Great River of blood, and
communication through the
nervous system. This
interpretation demonstrates
| Montessori’s keen attention to establishing within each
individual child the concept that every being serves a
purpose and the purpose serves the whole. This leads them to ask of
themselves, "What is my cosmic task?”

During the month of April the Great River came to
life as the Upper Elementary and Middle School
students finished a research project on body

@ systems. The project included research, outlining,
rough drafts, editing, final :
drafts, graphic titles,
illustrations, labels,
diagrams, poems, hands-
on activities, and documentation of sources, all
presented on a tri-fold science board. The
culmination of their research was presented to
Children’s House and Lower Elementary as
practice, and then to parents at our Dinner Demonstration Night. The
students were very proud of their hard work and did an excellent job
sharing their information. They truly became experts in their fields.




They remainder of our month was filled with lessons, work, amazing
science experiments with Mr. Felske, banjo playing, square dancing,
Spanish food and conversation, spring break, tree planting, solar cars,
junk collection, field trips (Even Land Lab for Tim), a hodge-podge of
visitors, including an assortment of animals, and more. See the Lower
Elementary News for more information about our various visitors and




g . Child’s intelligence as a fertile field in which
-&m seeds may be sown, to grow under the heat
e (S of flaming imagination. Our aim therefore is
. ! not merely to make the child understand, and
__still less to force him to memorize, but so to
touch his imagination as to enthuse him to his
inmost core. We do not want complacent pu-
pils, but eager ones; we seek to sow life in
. the child rather than theories, to help him in
; his growth, mental and emotional as well as
k. physical, and for that we must offer grand
{8 and lofty ideas to the human mind, which we
find ever ready to receive them, demanding
more and more.

Maria Montessori
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