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��7-Muffins with Mom 7:15-8:15 am 
10-Director’s Night-by appt from 5-7 pm 
12-Soccer Club after school 
14-Scrips orders due to office 
15-ALL OUTSTANDING 2009-2010 TUITION DUE 
19-Soccer Club after school...Last Day 
31-Memorial Day...No school 
 

�����
  3-Elementary 3rd years join Upper Elementary/Middle School for  
 their end of the year overnight. 
  4-LAST DAY OF SCHOOL-Dismissal at 11:30 with our end of the 
  year picnic 
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Spring is here! We have been spending a great amount of 
time observing the changes in the environment. On a daily 
basis we take to time to talk about what we observe by using 
open-ended questioning.  

 
Observation is critical in helping to determine 
children’s interests, development, and dispositions. The 
information gained assists in building relationships with 
children and the outdoor environment.  
 
Open-ended questions encourage multi-word responses 
that have more than one correct answer.  
 
Open-ended questions invite conversation, require 
thinking and problem solving, and ask children to share 
ideas, theories, thoughts, emotions, and reasoning.  

 
Examples of open-ended questions: What are the ways that the trees look the 
same or different? Why do you think the bird is brown?  

 
How are the butterfly and the moth the same? How are 
they different?  
 
So get out there are explore, 
question the unique world 
and allow your child the 
opportunity to explore it 
with you.  
 

 
 

�



A trip to the theater 

Friday April 30th students who are five and older went on their last 
field trip to First Stage Children’s Theater to see a performance of  
“Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day” 
based on the book by Judith Viorst. We had the best time! Children 
gave fun feedback regarding the production. They said, “I liked when 
Alexander had gum in his hair.” “I liked it when they song a song 
about shoes.” “I liked the WHOLE PLAY!” 

�

Dog Excitement! 

This month we had some lively additions to the show-n-tell 
basket! The Dresden’s brought in their pug dogs Simon and 
Buddha. Additionally, The Buscher's brought in their new little 
puppy pug, Bella. The children had a wonderful time interacting 
with the dogs. If you have a special animal or talent that you 
would like to share with the classroom community, please feel 
free to contact me regarding a day and time that you can come in 
to present. Generally, every Friday we have show-n-tell at 10:30. 
However, our schedule is flexible allowing us to have 
extraordinary visitors.  
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Summer Birthday Celebration 

As the academic year comes to an end, we want to make sure 
that we acknowledge each and every child and their 
accomplishments. One way that is achieved is thorough the 
“Birthday Celebration”. If your child has a summer birthday, 
please contact me to arrange a day and time to honor their 

Seasonal Cubbie Check 
Now that spring is here…please check your child’s cubby and remove seasonal clothing. 

We will be spending a great amount of time outside. I suggest that you send your child with a 
sun hat, sunscreen and or bug repellent 



 

Doughnuts With Dad 
Our first annual Doughnuts with Dad morning was a spectacular success. Each child had the opportunity 
to so dad their favorite works.  

�
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Maria Montessori was an advocate for 
developing peace in the world through the 
education of our children.  The idea was to 
nurture each child’s hidden potential with the 
goal of holistic peace.  This kind of peace is 

not simply “negative peace”, the absence of war, but one of constructive 
social reform, in which each participant is provided with 
opportunities to understand and access their own spiritual 
essence, or inner source of peace.  This coupled with 
experiences relating harmoniously with others and the 
environment is actively present at Nature’s Classroom.  In 
addition to the traditional subject areas, we teach values 
such as global citizenship, personal responsibility, respect 
for diversity, communication, conflict resolution, justice, 
harmony, freedom within limits, and equality.  Montessori 
education achieves this goal by fostering independent 
critical thought, and fostering imagination by allowing the 
exploration of interests and passions. 
 
The prepared environment includes activities to enhance self awareness, 
adults modeling peaceful qualities and interactions, the presence of 

beauty, love, and respect as inherent qualities 
of the materials and furnishings of the 
classroom, and the expectation of peace.  As 
children become self aware, they progress 
toward mastery of their bodies, minds, 
emotions, and spirits.  The community runs on 
the concepts of trust, openness, realization, 
and interdependence.  On a small scale, they 
experience unity through our community.   
�

�



This extends beyond our 
microcosm to include 
cultural awareness and 
global environmental 
awareness. 
 

This last month, the children finalized 
the creation of a beautiful Power 
Point presentation under the careful 
tutelage of Alison Senkevitch (Sean’s 
mom from the Round Room).  Parts of 
its contents are included here as just 
one example of how peace is nurtured in 
the day to day life of a Nature’s 
Classroom Montessori Student.   
 

Introduction from the Students… 
We started our unit by reading 
books about peace; Smokey Night, 
As Good As Anybody, An Angel for 
Solomon Singer.  Then we talked 
about how the characters in the 
books found peace within 

themselves and within their community, and how we can 
find peace in our every day lives.  We spent time 
researching about peace symbols such as doves, the 
anti-nuclear emblem, and the “hand gesture” peace 

sign.  We also reviewed poetic 
devices, such as alliteration and 
onomatopoeia.  We discussed the 
famous Dove of Peace by Picasso.  
Lastly, we wrote our own peace 
poems, drew our own dove artwork, 
and assembled a PowerPoint 
presentation.  We hope you enjoy 
our work.  
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