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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the 2010-2011 School Year! 

 
Activities needing help are listed below.  

Please contact the office or chairperson listed if you would  
like to sign up to assist or chair an activity. 

 
�  Classroom Parents needed for Ms. Dana; Ms. Deepa; Mrs. M; Mrs. A 
�  Teacher Appreciation-coordinate conference snacks, end of the year staff luncheon & 

teacher gift collections when necessary-NEED CHAIRPERSON 
�  Landscaping-as with your own yards, this is an ongoing process-MULTIPLE 

PERSONS NEEDED 
�  New Parent Welcome, Sunday, August 29-Claudia Felske (cfelske@gmail.com)  
�  Help at the Welcome Picnic on Sunday, August 29 beginning at 1 PM. We will have a 

table there to offer nametags & collect registration info. 
�  NCM Conference Help-We are having a conference here September 17, 18 & 19. 

Help is needed to answer phones, man the registration table, and be our IT person for 
the weekend (trouble shoot projectors and computers used for conference programs)-
MULTIPLE PERSONS NEEDED 

�  PABC Harvest Fest, Saturday, October 2-Contact Iman (iman@nciw.org) to help 
ASAP (MULTIPLE ASSISTANTS NEEDED to help organize this summer and the 
day of as the plan is for bigger & better this year!) 

�  Scholastic Book Fair, Saturday, October 2-set-up and take down help as well as 
manning it during the Harvest Fest from 1-4PM-Contact Sherry (sherry@nciw.org) 

�  PABC Family Bonfire, Friday, November 5-NEED CHAIRPERSON 
�  PABC Kid’s Afternoon Activity, Saturday, December 4-This is a suggestion to offer 

activities here for kids while parents get the afternoon off to shop or whatever they 
wish.-NEED CHAIRPERSON 

�  PABC off site family activity, Friday, January 28-NEED CHAIRPERSON 
�  PABC Family Dance Night, Saturday, March 19-NEED CHAIRPERSON 

 

Nature’s Classroom  
Montessori School 



 
Who makes Nature’s Classroom 
Montessori mean so much to me? 
Who are my friends? 
Who do I remember when I close my eyes and think of 
NCM? 
Who taught me life lessons at Nature’s Classroom 
Montessori? 

 
· ��������������������
�
������������������������
· 	������
���((��
����
�������
����
���������
�������� �"��
��
· +��������������
��(�����
���������������)�������.��$ �
���
� ������������������
��"����������%�
���
· #��������������������
��9)�������
�������
� "����
��
����
����

� �
�����������������
� ��%�����

Who 



�
�

· #���
����������������������������
��
· #���((��
��������������
�
������
· +���������������"���
��������
����������%�
�������� �
����
��
"�����������:���������%�����
· ����������
������������
�
������������������
· !
�����9)�������
�������������������
�������������
· (%��������������������
�
�����������
�������
· #�������������
�������4���
�����������
�
����������� �
���������
· #����������
���������
��"�����
���
����7��
������
� ��
����
�
���&�
· ���
������������
���((��
��������������
��"��"��%��� ������
�
�����
�9)���

· +����������
��������
�������
�������
������������
��������
�
What are moments you remember this year from NCM? 
What memories have you made this year at NCM? 
What activities did you participate in this year? 
What lessons did you learn at Nature’s Classroom 
Montessori? 
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Where did we learn at Nature’s Classroom Montessori? 
Where did we play at NCM? 
Where were our classes? 
Where did we spend our time? 
Where do we remember when we close our eyes and think of NCM? 
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Why do I love it here? 
Why is NCM a great place to learn? 
Why does NCM mean so much to me? 
Why did I have a great year? 
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“While we try to teach our children all about life, our 
children teach us what life is all about.”  

 
 

 
Spring has certainly brought new life, energy and activities to 
our school!  Our students have been busy with spring cleaning 
and observing the natural environment, as well as cultural and 
academic pursuits.  This month we focused on developing and 
fostering self-esteem. We all want our children to be happy, 
healthy and have a great self-esteem. With the best of intentions 
we praise our children for even the most mundane tasks: getting 
dressed, drawing a picture, zipping a coat, etc. Instead of 
feeling pride in the accomplishment, the child learns to do 
things in order to get a specific response from an adult. 
However, "Independence precedes freedom." A child cannot 
have freedom first and then expect to become independent. It 
has to be the other way around. The child 
needs to become independent in order to make 
good use of freedom. The personal condition 
of freedom needs the self-discipline that is 
fostered by independence. This independence 
leads to strong self-esteem. Throughout the 
month, we encouraged students to be 
responsible for show-n-tell, group time, and 
classroom jobs as well as maintain the plants 
and animals in the classroom. They are 
learning to care for themselves and their environment. By 
avoiding doing for the child what the child is capable of doing 
for himself or herself, we can nurture the development of self-
reliance. It can be a common pitfall for us to complete tasks for 
which the child is responsible and is capable of completing. 
Though it may actually take more time initially for the child to 
do age-appropriate tasks, the child's self confidence and 
independence will flourish as a result! So, remember, as the dog 
days of summer arrive, let your child be your guide and give 
them the tools of independence that fosters positive self esteem.  
  
 



Mr. Fox 
One exciting highlight of the month was our observation of our 
resident Fox. At regular intervals we would see the fox walking 
across the lawn to the prairie. This was such an exciting event that 
we all raced to the windows to observe the fox hunt for prey. 
There are learning opportunities in every situation. Thus, we took 
some time to discuss the habits, diet and reproduction of Foxes.  

Description:  The Red Fox is about the size of a large cat.  In fact, although it is a 
member of the dog family, some of its habits are very cat like as 
well.  Appearance wise, it has a reddish coat with white underneath and a big 
bushy tail with normally a white tip. 

Diet:  Foxes are carnivores.  That means that they eat other animals.  Their 
favorite things are rodents, rabbits and small birds.  If they live near people, they 
are famous for raiding hen houses and stealing chickens!  

End of the year Beach Party! 

Our end o the year beach party was a fabulous triumph! 
We suited up and walked down to Lake Beulah for an 
hour of water exploration. While we were there, many 
students found turtle eggs buried in the sand. Of course 
this was a thrilling find! We also built sand castles, blew 
bubbles and played in the water. After we had our fill of 
the beach we headed back to school for a picnic lunch of 
sub sandwiches, fruit, chips, juice and brownies for 
dessert. I would like to acknowledge Suzanne Ruland, 
Margaret Hoepner, Alana Dresden and Valerie Oenes for 
contributing to our picnic luncheon. Additionally, a 
special thanks to the Ruland family for providing beach 
balls, bubbles and sand toys for our Beach Party. Thank 
you!  



Celebrations & Closure 
The end of the school year can be a distressing time for young children. Suddenly 
the comfort and consistency of the Montessori classroom is disrupted. Closure is a 
learning experience that is beneficial. Your child can gain a sense of closure and 
accomplishment while commiserating with their peers about feelings concerning 
the end of school. One way to reflect is by spending time remembering the year 
with your child. Consider making a scrapbook of memories or remembering and 
writing down some of the year's major events and accomplishments. Other ideas 
include: 
Make autograph book. 

Write a letter or make a picture. 

Make a memory or scrapbook. 

Create a words-of-wisdom poster. 

Write a letter to your teacher. 

Have children create a timeline listing what they learned this year. 

Create a play that tells the story of the year. 

 

 

Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts! To share precious moments with your 
children is a privilege and an awesome honor.  Mrs. Wilma and I have so enjoyed 
observing each student’s growth! Have a fun filled summer and we will see you in 
September! 

“Free the child's potential, and you will transform him into the world” ~Maria 
Montessori 
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