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6-PABC Meeting at Antigua Real 9 AM
12-Scrips orders due to office
15-19-Upper El to NCI for the week

19-NO SCHOOL-Teacher Conference Prep day
26-Children’s House (5 years & older) Field Trip to the Art Museum

*

4-No School-Conference Comp Day

5-No School-Conference Comp Day
8-12-Lower El to NCI

12-Scrips orders due to office

14-Daylight Savings Begins

18-Upper El to First Stage Theater to see “The Wiz”
29-Apr 2-Spring Break NO SCHOOL
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News From Upper Element=axy
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Thoughts at Listening Point in the oak
opening...

Surrounding me there are branches. The wind is
howling what sounds like a poem that has drifted
from heaven like a run-away dog. | can hear the
trees clink in the breeze and the sound of the dead
leaves that had managed to stay in their house. Th
air smells of frozen water and is so very freshe T
air tastes of a flavor that | can’t explain. leses
like it was especially sent to me. | can feel the
freezing wind as it brings chills to my fingersgdan
although | have goose bumps, it’s like biting arsou
lemon...once you get used to the flavor, it’s nice.
Although the air really is colder than ice, thersze
Is so beyond gorgeous that | insult it by saying so
By Sophia Webber

| feel a mild, yet strong wind coming through the
leafless trees. | see a blanket of glorious snow
covering the sleeping ground. | taste a littlg&rof
spring, but | mainly smell and taste winter. |hea
the clashing of twigs and branches. | also hear th
rustling of the ever so few leaves, still hangimg o
tight, not wanting to leave their mothers. | heer
creaking of big tall trees. | spot a young trest th
even now, seems to have bright red buds. | feel
disappointed that there are no birds now to f&f &r
with a merry, little song. | see no little animals
They have all gone to sleep or they have migraied f
a long winter’s rest. | lie down and relax and let
nature surround me.

By Jenny Zinniker
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GREETINGS FROM THE ROUND ROOM

It feels good to have a whole month with no breaks —

this is a great time for the children to have the much

needed consistency of school, for both social and
academic reasons. The
Round Room welcomed
2 new community
members — Ethan Braun
(just about 4 years old)
and Gabriella Schierl (just about 3 years old). You would
have been so proud of your children if you could have seen
the warm and caring welcome they extended to Ethan and
Gabriella — from making a "ginormous" snowball as a
welcome gift for Ethan to lessons in the classroom to
Gabriella, we witnessed with pleasure, the community they
have created and become.

It is always a great learning time for Montessori teachers to observe what children do when
they return to their room after a long break. Some will walk around to check that everything
is exactly the way it was (and if not, there had better be a very good reason!); some will go
to their favorite work (art, science or a map); others will head straight for a new work their
eagle eyes have noticed on a shelf and ask for a lesson, while still others will connect
socially with their friends and chat about all that happened during the break. It is critical to
observe at this point because these offer valuable insights to the child and will help the
teacher guide the children in the weeks to come.



This month, let us examine the Language Area of a Montessori Children’s House class
room. Although language is considered to be one of the four basic learning areas in a
Montessori class, it spans every other area; it is an integral part of each, as well as a
special area in and of itself. The first learning of language begins long before the child’s
first day at school; it continues to be part of his everyday experience there, and in a
Montessori prepared environment, it takes on a scientific, well-planned aspect which did
not previously characterize it.

The child’s own tools for language are vision, hearing and speech, as well as the sensory-
motor skills necessary for reading and writing. During the first year or two of the child’s
school experience, he is exposed to many materials and activities which will enable him to
develop and refine his vision, hearing and speech as a preparation for the more formal
learning of language. Similarly, he is also exposed to several exercises designed to
develop sensory-motor skills.

The Practical Life Area of the
classroom offers a rich array
of language possibilities.
Whether it is sorting, pouring,
washing, scrubbing, folding,
cutting, serving, or sewing, the
materials are often changed or
substituted, always attractive
and real and never routine.
This in itself allows for the
expansion of language.
Colors, textures, processes,
etiquette and sequencing all
enhance the child’s ability and
skill in articulation. There are also several activities which
prepare the child for writing, through the development of a
strong pincer grip, leading to a correct and strong pencil

grip.



When the child is introduced to any Sensorial material,
it is a whole new area of the brain that comes alive —
with the concepts of dimension, texture, gradation,
and the opening of all the senses. The child begins to
find the words and language to articulate

these concepts. Sensory-motor activities also help
indirectly towards preparing the child for writing.

Science and
Cultural material
in the classroom
are another rich
source for
language development. Children are fascinated with the
world around them, in all things and creatures and this is
a great entry point to broaden their vision and
understanding of the world and indeed, the universe.
They are also intrigued by cultures and people, their own
as also those from far-away. A second language being
introduced is also intrinsic in a Montessori classroom.



There are unique language material and processes that

Maria Montessori developed keeping in mind the child’'s

physical and mental development. The sandpaper letters

and the moveable alphabet are two such materials. While

the sandpaper letters are the first and formal introduction to
the visual and
phonetic qualities of
a letter, the
moveable alphabet
gives the child the
interest, impetus
and independence
to start “writing”. And
so children will start,
in a Montessori classroom, to “write” before they
can read.

A child typically begins writing for self-expression
using phonetic or inventive spelling. This is an
important stage — writing from the heart - and should
not be corrected. Later a teacher can return and talk
about the spellings of particular words. The more a
child is exposed to print, the more he/she will learn to
use standard spelling.



Celebrating some of the fearless
authors of the Round Room!



Transcribing on paper follows quickly as the child finds in
herself an urgent need to communicate to someone a
written message or is so excited about new knowledge
that it has to be put on paper for posterity!

Reading is a
vital part of
the child’s
classroom
experience.
There are
ever so many opportunities for reading,
whether it is the countries on maps, parts of
animals and plants, modes of transportation,
or books on just about every subject a child
can possibly have an interest in. When a
child is surrounded by a learning environment
prepared with her in mind, she will be filled
with a desire to read so as to be able to fulfill her curiosity. This purpose-driven reading is
what propels a Montessori child to usually start reading at an early age, and enjoy it.

For example, on Martin Luther King day this past month, we read stories about him,
biographical as well as a sweet and touching account of his childhood by his sister,
Christine King Farris (My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers). One of the students in our
room (who has not yet begun to blend sounds), was consumed by this book and
illustrations. He must have looked through the book at least 3-4 times and then later |
noticed him pointing to each of the letters of the title and sounding them out. The next day,
he was back looking through the book and then on the third day, he came to me and
pointed to the word Sister and sounded each letter
out and said, “This says Sister”. | would be willing to
bet pretty much anything, that in most non-
Montessori environments, the first word a child
blends and reads would not be “sister”!! Martin
Luther King Day offered
many other teachable
moments too. The
children were able to
articulate their thoughts
and reflections on the
importance of diversity
and reinforce the belief
that cultural and racial
differences should be seen as a call for celebration, rather
than a cause for fear.

With February comes many more such learning opportunities
— with Groundhog Day, President’s day, Valentine’s day and
the Chinese New Year...what a great month it is going to be!

Ms. Deepa and Ms. Carlyn



Ms. Dana and Ms. Wilma's
Children’s House Classroom

The truth is that when a free spirit exists, it has to
materialize itself in some form of work, and for this the
hands are needed. Everywhere we find traces of men's
handiwork, and through these we can catch a glimpse
of his spirit and the thoughts of his time. The skill of
man's hand is bound up with the development of his

mind, and in the light of history we see it connected

with the development of civilization. —Dr. Maria

Montessori, MD

After the long winter break it is so wonderful
to observe how happy every child appears as they
reengage in the classroom. Old friend are reunited
and familiar lessons are repeated.

This month we focused on art appreciation
and art history. We read biographies on a variety of
artists who expressed themselves in multiple
mediums. We covered Pablo Picasso, Vincent
VanGogh, Paul Cézanne, Leonardo Da Vinci, Frida
Kahlo, Salvador Dali and Andy Warhol. With each artist
we discussed a series of questions about each artists
work: "How does this picture make you feel?” “Why do
you think the artist painted this?” “What colors or shapes
do you see in the picture?” "Where would you like to be
in this painting?" “What are the people in this picture
feeling?” etc. Many creative answers with more
guestions arose. Many students recognized several of
the painting from Van Gogh, Da Vinci and Picasso.

Maria Montessori wanted a prepared
environment to have real works of art hung at the child's
eye level. Most of the Montessori emphasis on art came
from the development of the hand, the "prehensile organ
of the mind". The Montessori environment provides
extensive materials and activities to develop and train
the hand. Predominantly, the Metal Insets, which are
geometrical stencil shapes used to prepare the child's
hand for writing. Additionally, many exercises in the
Practical Life curriculum are artistic in nature, e.g.
cutting, weaving, sewing, tools, stencils, etc.
Montessori wrote : " The so-called 'free drawing' has no
place in my system. We do not give lessons in drawing
or in modeling, and yet many of our children know how



to draw flowers, birds, landscapes and even imaginary
scenes in an admirable way." (The Discovery of the Child)
Montessori believed that the child would only produce art
when they had a need to and should something more
interesting come along they would be distracted or abandon
it. However, if they were engrossed in creating art (or any
other subject) they could repeat the same task over & over
without tiring. "The development of character (is) a natural
sequence of events resulting from the child's own individual
efforts, which have no reference to any extraneous factors,
but depend on his own creative energy" (The Absorbent
Mind)

We can ignite a passion for a child to be an artist, by
helping them to develop the skills necessary to look and
experience the world in an artistic way. This is done by
actively encouraging them to think about art.

If you are interested in presuming more information
regarding a child’ s drawing development click here: Viktor
Lowenfelds Stages of creative development

Things you can do at home to encourage you child’s
artistic abilities
Have a variety of art materials available to them at all
times with a space to work.

Give your child uninterrupted time, when they are inspired,
to make their special creation.

Provide the best quality that we can afford—pencils,
crayons, felt pens, clay, paper, brushes—and to teach the
child how to use and care for them.

Become an expert. Learn as much as you can about art so
you can be ready to answer their questions. Visit museum

websites and read articles about art. Include your children

in your research.

Buy accessible reproductions of famous artwork. Get post
cards, posters and prints to introduce children to art.

Enroll children in art classes for kids. Art classes for kids
help build upon existing art appreciation and talents.

Let your child have an opinion about art and lead by
example. Look at a piece of art and talk about what you
like or don't like about it. Evolve your child and get them
talking about the same piece.



Help children see art in everyday life. Talk about colors, textures, moods or
feeling when ever possible. The world is a magical place where artistic
opportunities are waiting!

Visit a museum!
In February we will be having a Valentine’s Day celebration on Friday February

12" 2010. We are in need of extra snack items for a community snack. We are in
need of: 2 large boxes of Rice Krispies cereal, 2 bags of marshmallows, heart shaped
cookie cutters and assorted candy colored sprinkles. Please contact Ms. Dana Gagnon
Hubka via e-mail if you can provide these extra items. Thank you !

Classroom Wish List
Paper lunch bags




